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Name 
 
Gardner Johnston 
 

Affiliation (Employment, etc.) 
 
Inter-Fluve 
 

Geographic location 
 
Hood River, OR 
 

Specialty area(s) (Title, technical expertise, credentials) 
 

Hydrologist and Project Manager. MS Forest Engineering and Hydrology from University of 
Washington. Technical expertise in river restoration planning, project assessment, design, and 
implementation. Strong emphasis on inter-disciplinary design. Affiliated experience with fish 
biology, geomorphology, riparian ecology, engineering, and permitting. 
 

Short biography 
 
I began my career in 1995 with the Underwood Conservation District where I worked for 5 
years as a watershed scientist and watershed council coordinator for the White Salmon and 
Wind River watershed councils. During this period, I designed and managed numerous riparian 
and stream channel restoration projects. I also coordinated diverse stakeholder groups 
through a consensus-driven process as part of implementing watershed restoration programs. 
I served on the technical advisory committee for the nascent Lower Columbia Fish Recovery 
Board shortly after it was formed following the first ESA salmon and steelhead listings in the 
late 1990s. I returned to school and received my MS in Forest Engineering and Hydrology from 
the University of Washington in 2002. My thesis looked at the influence of forest practices and 
fire suppression on riparian conditions and stream temperature in eastern Washington. 
Following graduate school, I joined Cramer Fish Sciences in Gresham, OR, where I worked for 3 
years on a variety of fisheries, habitat, and restoration-related assessments. I was the habitat 
lead for the Lower Columbia Salmon and Steelhead Recovery Plan, which was the first salmon 
Recovery Plan adopted by NOAA fisheries in the Pacific Northwest. I joined Inter-Fluve in 2005 
and have worked there for the past 10 years as a hydrologist and project manager. I have 
worked on all aspects of stream restoration, including technical analysis, project ID and 
planning, inter-disciplinary design, implementation, and monitoring. At Inter-Fluve, I have 
been fortunate to have worked on dozens, if not hundreds of projects, and have managed 
numerous projects for a variety of clients including: non-profit organizations; Native American 
tribes; local, state, and federal agencies; and private landowners and utilities. My primary 
interest is the evaluation of impacts on river systems and watershed processes and the 
development of creative solutions. 



Statement of interest (why are you interested in becoming a RRNW Board Member) 
 
I am interested in being on the RRNW board for two main reasons. The first is I want to 
contribute to our profession in a meaningful way and I believe that helping to further the 
mission of RRNW is a great way to have an impact. RRNW is a gathering of diverse people, 
with a shared goal – the health and restoration of our rivers; it is also our primary venue for 
sharing ideas and learning, not just at the conference itself but also with the speaker series, 
film festival, and short courses.  I have a high regard for RRNW and what it has accomplished, 
and I want to help further its mission. 
 
Secondly, I look forward to the collaboration with like-minded colleagues. Working with 
committed individuals who are volunteering their time and expertise for a common cause can 
create a unique and energizing camaraderie. I have enjoyed getting to know the board over 
the past year and I look forward to developing lasting professional relationships that benefit 
river restoration as a whole. 
 
Over the past year working with RRNW, and as of recently, filling out Will Conley’s term on the 
board, I am aware of workload and commitment expectations. My past experience on various 
boards and committees means I recognize the importance of creative ideas, but also the need 
to roll up your sleeves and get the work done. I look forward to helping RRNW carry out their 
current programs, find efficiencies in operation, as well as potentially build new programs. 
 
 


