
River Restoration Northwest Board of Directors Nominee Background Information 

Name 
 
Adam McGuire 
 

Affiliation (Employment, etc.) 
 
Geosyntec Consultants  
 
Vice chair EWRI task committee on implications of climate change on river restoration, chair 
2015 sustainable stormwater symposium, ASCE sustainability technical committee member, 
ASCE river restoration technical committee member 
 

Geographic location 
 
Portland, OR 
 

Specialty area(s) (Title, technical expertise, credentials) 
 
Water Resources Engineer, EIT, ENV SP 
 
Restoration planning, design, permitting, and construction, applied fluvial geomorphology, 
stormwater, water quality, natural systems, numerical modeling and remote sensing 
 

Short biography 
 
Born and raised in the land where salmon and redwoods are king, I’ve been involved with 
river ecology and construction from as far back as I can remember.  My life since playing in 
rivers as a kid, fishing and building step pools for tadpoles has gone from running 
construction crews to education in environmental resources engineering and currently to 
environmental consulting. As a water resources engineer, my work focuses on river systems, 
geomorphology, ecology, stormwater, water quality and applied research & development; all 
with a strength in interdisciplinary application. Free time is spent enjoying the riverine and 
coastal environments to which my professional and personal lives are committed.  
 

Statement of interest (why are you interested in becoming a RRNW Board Member) 
 
My interest in becoming involved with the Board involves several aspects. Beyond continuing 
to push the technical work showcased, particularly within an interdisciplinary context, I 
would like to see the target audience broadened to include more practitioners, regulatory 
bodies and applied project research. I feel that in time this could potentially help in reducing 
the gap between research and the full scale implementation of real-world projects. My 
interest and experience also lends itself well to potentially improving the representation of 



construction, applied design and adaptive management which I feel are critical to successful 
projects. Finally, I would like see more light shed on project prioritization, metrics and/or 
concepts of “success” and discussions among organizations involved with the various aspects 
of restoration projects in an attempt to learn from each other and improve such concepts as 
cost efficiency and permitting.  

 


