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The lamprey is 
our elder, without 
him the circle of 
life is broken. 

Elmer Crow Jr. 
Nez Perce Tribe

Cultural Significance



Eel will never tell us all of his secrets.

—Elmer Crow Jr.





Ecological Significance
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32 Prey Species
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Collaborative Conservation
The Creator told the people that the eels would 
always return as long as the people took care of them, 
but if the people failed to take care of them,            
they would disappear.    

—Ron Suppah, 
Warm Springs Tribes



Collaborative Conservation
Yakama Nation
Umatilla Tribes
Warm Springs Tribes
Cow Creek Band of Umpquas
Grand Ronde Tribes
Siletz Tribes
Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe
Mechoopda Tribe
Wiyot Tribe
Yurok Tribe
Coos, Lower Umpqua Siuslaw Tribes
California Dept of Fish and Wildlife
Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife
Idaho Dept of Fish and Game
Washington Dept of Fish and Wildlife
Alaska Dept of Fish and Game
Portland Metro

City of Portland Environmental Services
Portland General Electric
Bonneville Power Administration
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
U.S. Bureau of Land Management – CA, ID & OR
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
US Fish and Wildlife Service – Regions 1, 7 & 8
U.S. Forest Service – Regions 1, 4, 5 & 6
National Marine Fisheries Service
Pacific States Marine Fish Commission
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership
Columbia Land Trust
Salmon Creek Watershed Council
California Dept of Water Resources
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region 10
Grant County PUD
Chelan County PUD
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Threats




