C Fisher Slough Freshwater Tidal

Restoration
Community context, goals and objectives
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How do we achieve landscape scale
ecosystem conservation?

The Nature Conservancy believes that success requires the
active involvement of people.

We engage people within their communities and economies.

We collaborate to develop practical conservation solutions.



http://www.nature.org/partners/partnership/art14301.html
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A History of Conflict over Natural
Resources In the Skagit

Growth Management Act | &
— buffers

Chinook Recovery Plan -
restoration

Urban expansion
Flood planning




Physical and
jurisdictional
realities

FISHER SLOUGH WATERSHEDS &
PROJECTS VICINITY MAP 1

SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON
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Layer added:

Hydrology
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Roads
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ROADS

SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON




Physical and

jurisdictional
realities

Layers added:
Drainage Districts
Dikes & Levees

Tide/Floodgates
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Restoration sites
(Chinook Recovery Plan)
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Layer added:

Fisher Slough project site

FISHER SLOUGH WATERSHEDS &
PROJECTS VICINITY MAP 7
FISHER SLOUGH PROJECT

SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON




Emerging Partnerships

 farmland
preservation

* flood control




Opportunities to Achieve Community
Goals and Restoration at Scale

* Flood protection
« Farmland viability
« Water quality/TMDLs




Fisher Slough Partners

Dike District 3
Drainage District 17
Skagit County

Private Landowners

Technical Advisors and Stakeholders

Skagit River System Cooperative USFWS

Western WA Ag Assoc Skagit Conservation District
WDFW Army Corps of Engineers
NOAA NRCS

EPA



Fisher Slough Restoration - Mission and Objectives

Maximize the area influenced by natural
stream and tidal processes, allow for a
broad range of ecosystem variability,
restore estuarine habitat for juvenile
salmon to the maximum extent possible,
and improve flood protection and storage
capacity for Carpenter Creek.

Primary objectives are:

1) Establish a diverse array of native
vegetative communities;

2) Restore freshwater tidal marsh and
Chinook rearing habitat;

3) Provide fish passage for coho and
chum spawning access and:

4) Improve flood storage to protect
agricultural uses on adjacent
properties.




Restoration Provides Multiple Benefits

Phase 1 - FIOOd Rl eplaet Phase 2 — Big Ditch Re-route

and siphon replacement
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