The Importance of Providing Wildlife Passage
in Restoration Projects

Presented by Steve Thompson, PE
Senior Water Resources Engineer
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Wildlife Passage

 Why it Is Important
« How It relates to river restoration
 Examples



Wildlife Need to Move




Small Vertebrates

« Small Mammals
« Amphibians
* Reptiles




Small animals are important to the ecosystem
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Wildlife use riparian corridors




Habitat Fragmentation

* Localized extinctions
 Loss of biodiversity
* Limited colonization (g
» Loss of genetic diversity




ragmented site
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What to Do About it

* Preserve existing corridors
* Avoid and minimize impacts
* Restore linkages



Preservation
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Fish Passage Culverts
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New culvert for fish... old culvert for wildlife
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Dry Wildlife Crossings

* Vegetative cover at entrances
 Ability to see to the other side




Dry Wildlife Crossings

* Bigger Is better
36" Diameter




Summary

* Preserve existing corridors
* Avoid and minimize impacts
* Restore habitat linkages
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